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Abstract:

Given the geopolitical and geostrategic importance of the Red
Sea on local, regional, and global levels, and its status as one of the
world's most vital maritime routes, it significantly influences global
trade, economy, and politics. This has made the Red Sea a focal point
of interest and a subject of research, investigation, and analysis in
numerous studies. Accordingly, this study traces the historical
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geopolitical trajectory of the powers that have controlled the Red Sea
or parts of it, in addition to examining the policies of international and
regional powers toward the Red Sea. The study concludes that the
regions bordering the Red Sea hold immense global and regional
importance due to their strategic, political, and economic significance.
As a strategic maritime route, the Red Sea has become a hotspot for
international conflict and a crucial part of global strategy, prompting
major powers to seek control and establish a foothold in the region.
This has led to significant foreign intervention, impacting the region's
culture and civilization, and contributing to its historical sensitivity.
The strategic importance of the Red Sea will remain a central axis of
conflict. The study also finds that the history of the Red Sea is an ideal
microcosm of international relations, which have long been based on a
balance of power among influential states. This has resulted in various
policies and behaviors adopted by these states to achieve their goals,
including extending their control and influence, which has profoundly
affected the regions bordering the Red Sea. The study recommends
establishing a regional organization for the Arab states bordering the
Red Sea (similar to the Gulf Cooperation Council) under the
framework of the Arab League, to collaborate in political, economic,
cultural, and military fields. This would aim to foster integration and
unify policies and visions among the Arab states bordering the Red
Sea. Additionally, the study urges these Arab states to distance the
region from international and regional polarization, regardless of the
circumstances driving such polarization, and to work toward
eliminating any international or regional ambitions that threaten the
national security of the Arab states bordering the Red Sea.
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